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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 , 2, 5, 6, 16, 18, 24-26, 28, 29, 34, 35, 42, 44, and 45 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Logan U.S. Patent 6,449,460 in view of 
Kramer U.S. Patent 5,607,339. 

Logan disclosed a teaching method and kit comprising a song book having a 
plurality of pages (18) with each page containing song lyrics (24), a binder connects the 
pages together; the song book also includes a recording medium as shown in Figs. 5 
and 7. It is noted that Logan failed to teach the pages are waterproof and support 
means for supporting the pages in a shower enclosure. However, as noted in the 
specification of the present application, singing in a shower enclosure is very well 
known and countless number of people had done it for a long time. Kramer disclosed a 
both toy comprising at least one sheet material (15) made from flexible water-proof 
material such as polymer plastic (see column 1 , lines 40-42; and column 2, lines 39-41 ); 
the sheet (15) is removably attached to a shower surface (12) solely by a layer of water 
(24) (see Fig. 3) wetted at least one page and located between the page and the 
shower surface for selectively attaching the page to the surface by water adhesion as 
shown in Fig. 1 . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the pages of Logan with the teaching of waterproof page and supporting 
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means for attaching the pages to the shower as taught by Kramer for the advantage of 
providing a wider usage of the singing teaching device of Logan. 

Regarding claim 6, it is noted that Logan shows a cassette as a recording 
medium instead of a CD recording, and Logan does not appear to disclose means for 
detachably attaching the recording to the book. However, it is well known in the art that 
a cassette recording is considered equivalent to a CD recording, and a support means 
for detachably attaching a recording medium in a book is also well known and widely 
available. Therefore, it would have been a matter of design choice to modify the 
cassette recording as Logan with any equivalent recording medium such as a CD and 
any well-known support means for purpose of preventing the recording medium from 
misplaced. 

Regarding claims 25, 26, 28, and 29, it would have been a matter of design 
choice to make the song in any desired size and shape to accommodate any particular 
user. 

Regarding claims 44 and 45, it is noted that the combination of Logan and 
Kramer does not explicitly teach the step of sliding the page along the shower surface 
as set forth in these claims. However, a wide range of users such as adult and/or 
children may use the combination of Logan and Kramer and a thin water layer is the 
sole adhesion means for removably attaching the page to the shower surface. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to slide the page 
of the combination of Logan and Kramer along the shower surface to accommodate any 
specific user. 
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Claim 43 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kramer 

('339). 

See the above explanation in the rejection of claims 44 and 45. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 32, 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kramer ('339). 

Kramer disclosed all of the steps as set forth in these claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kien T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2493. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (703) 308-1745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / 
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Primary Examiner 
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